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Community Development Studio, Spring 2007
Gentrification and Affordable Housing 
Subsidizing Development in New York City
970:511 CSQ 243, 1:10 – 3:50

Kathe Newman
732-932-3822 x556
knewman@rci.rutgers.edu
http://www.rci.rutgers.edu/~knewman
Office CSQ 358. Hours Wed 1:30-4:30

Andrew Szwak, Teaching Assistant
aszwak@eden.rutgers.edu

Purposes of  Course 
(1) Learn about community development 
(2) Provide applied research assistance to a community organization
(3) Develop a report on affordable housing and development subsidies in New York City
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Project Description

 The Spring Community Development Studio will be working with the New York 
Community Council, a coalition of  advocacy organizations that is concerned about the 
rapid pace of  gentrification. The coalition asked for our assistance to develop a report 
about development subsidies, affordable housing, and displacement in New York City. 
They are concerned that development subsidies are subsidizing market rate and luxury 
housing facilitating gentrification while simultaneously reducing the subsidies available 
for affordable housing. 
 We will 1) examine housing development subsidy programs 2) explore how 
much select developments receive in subsidies and how much affordable housing is 
produced and for what income groups 3) compare the affordable housing developed with 
the average income of  the community in which it is built 4) examine the extent to 
which local residents are displaced from these neighborhoods. We will examine city 
policies and explore development in four case study neighborhoods: Williamsburg, 
Downtown Brooklyn (Atlantic Yards), Central Harlem, and the Lower East Side. 
 

Course Materials, Resources, and Information

Server
 Common/511CDS_07

Course Website
 Sakai under the course number

Course Blog
 http://nycgentrification.blogspot.com

Grading

20% Class Participation, Leadership, Citizenship
20% Draft Work Products
50% Final Work Products
10% Presentation
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January 16. Studio 101: Introduction to Project and Client
Introductions and interests – yours, mine
Expectations – yours, mine
Project overview
Studio overview

Guie, Phil. 2006. “New Group, Bigger Audience, Same Agenda.” http://
www.brooklyndowntownstar.com/StoryDisplay.asp?
NewsStoryID=4970&PID=4&Headline=New%20Group,%20Bigger%20Audience,%
20Same%20Agenda

Newman, Kathe and Elvin Wyly 2006 “The Right to Stay Put, Revisited: Gentrification 
and Resistance to Displacement in New York City.” Urban Studies 43 1:1-35. 

Carlson, Neil. 2005. “The Making of  a Movement: How Organizing is Transforming 
Housing in New York City.” http://www.anhd.org/resources/the%20making%20of%
20a%20movement%20report.pdf

Coalition for the Homeless. “The Affordable Housing Crisis and Homelessness in New 
York City.” http://www.coalitionforthehomeless.com

January 23. Client Meeting ****NEW YORK CITY****

2:00pm Tour of  the Lower East Side - 445 Lafayette Street at the “Green Monster”
6:00pm Client Meeting - New York Community Council - Cooper Square Committee 59 East 
4th Street between 2nd and 3rd Avenues
NJTransit 12:26 from New Brunswick arrives at Penn Station at 1:27 (FREE STUDENT 
TRAVEL on NJTRANSIT this week - be sure to print and bring coupon)

Gentrification Web by Tom Slater http://www.members.lycos.co.uk/gentrification/

Smith, Neil. 2002. “New Globalism, New Urbanism: Gentrification as Global Urban 
Strategy.” Antipode 34 3:427-450.

_____. 1996. The New Urban Frontier: Gentrification and the Revanchist City.  Routledge. 
Chapters 1 and 2. 
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Lees, Loretta. 2003. “Super-gentrification: The Case of  Brooklyn Heights, New York 
City.” Urban Studies 40 12:2487-2509.

Hackworth, Jason. 2002. “Postrecession Gentrification in New York City.” Urban Affairs 
Review 37 6:815-843.

January 25 TENTATIVE (Thursday). Williamsburg Tour
10:30am. Meeting Location TBA

January 30. Affordable Housing Crisis

Coalition for the Homeless. “The Affordable Housing Crisis and Homelessness in New 
York City.” http://www.coalitionforthehomeless

Community Service Society. Policy Brief: Closing the Door: Accelerating Losses of New 
York City Subsidized Housing. May 2006. http://www.cssny.org/pdfs/
ClosingTheDoor_Brief.pdf

Housing First! “A Home for All New Yorkers: Housing First! 2005 Policy Update.” 
August 2005. http://www.housingfirst.net/pdfs/HF_Policy_Update0805.pdf

Scott, Janny. 2006. “Lower-Priced Housing is Vanishing at a Faster Pace.” New York 
Times B3 May 27.  http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/27/nyregion/27housing.html?
ex=1169010000&en=c9dfce516857527a&ei=5070

Form Research Teams

Invited Speakers: Benjamin Dulchin, The Association for Neighborhood and Housing 
Development (ANHD) New York City (www.anhd.org)

February 1 TENTATIVE (Thursday). Trip to Atlantic Yards Development
10:30am. Meeting Location TBA

February 6.  Development Subsidies I

Gould Ellen, Ingrid, Michael Schill, Amy Ellen Schwartz, and Ioan Voicu. Housing 
Production Subsidies and Neighborhood Revitalization: New York City’s Ten-Year 
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Capital Plan for Housing. Federal Reserve Board of  New York Economic Policy Review 
June 2003 http://furmancenter.nyu.edu/CREUP_Papers/0306elle.pdf

Schwartz, Alex. 1999. “New York City and Subsidized Housing: Impacts and Lessons of 
the City’s $5 Billion Capital Budget Housing Plan.” Housing Policy Debate 10 4:839-877. 
http://www.fanniemaefoundation.org/programs/hpd/pdf/hpd_1004_schwartz.pdf

February 13. Development Subsidies II

February 20. Project Work

February 22 TENTATIVE (Thursday). Harlem
10:30am. Meeting Location TBA

February 27. Project Work

March 6. Mid-semester meeting with Client

March 13. SPRING BREAK

March 20. Project Work 

March 27. Project Work

April 3. Project Work

April 10. Complete Reports and Draft Presentation
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April 17. Polish Presentation

April 24. Presentation to EJB Community

May 1. Final Presentation 
Cooper Union 
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